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(57) A control unit (14) for a diesel particulate filter 
(12) activates regeneration assist means (64), if a spe- 
cific operating state involving incomplete combustion of 
particulates by N0 2 continues for a predetermined pe- 
riod or more, as a first determination condition, and con- 
trols an exhaust gas temperature or a temperature of a 
catalyst to enhance the conversion efficiency of the cat- 
alyst into N0 2 , thereby continuously regenerating the 
particulates. The control unit (14) activates forced re- 
generation means (63), if a deposited amount of partic- 



ulates detected by deposited amount detecting means 
(62a) exceeds a predetermined value, as a second de- 
termination condition, and controls the exhaust gas tem- 
perature or a temperature of a filter to be higher than 
that of when the regeneration assist means is activated 
to forcibly regenerate the filter. The control unit (1 4) ac- 
tivates either the forced regeneration means (63) or the 
regeneration assist means (64) in accordance with the 
temperature sensed by temperature sensing means 
(53), if the first and second determination conditions are 
simultaneously established. 



FIG. 1 



< 

CM 

CO 

CN 
CO 

CL 
LU 




Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR) 



1 



EP 1 321 642 A1 



2 



Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to an exhaust 
emission control device suitable for a diesel engine. 
[0002] An exhaust gas exhausted from a diesel en- 
gine contains particulates (soot) mainly composed of 
carbon, and various techniques for suppressing this 
soot to be exhausted to the atmosphere have been de- 
veloped. 

[0003] As one of those techniques, an exhaust emis- 
sion control device of the continuous regeneration type 
is well-known in which an oxidation catalyst and a diesel 
particulate filter (DPF) are disposed in succession from 
the upstream side in an exhaust pipe of the diesel en- 
gine. 

[0004] In this exhaust emission control device, NO in 
the exhaust gas is oxidized by the oxidation catalyst to 
produce N0 2 (2NO+0 2 ^2N0 2 ) ; and the soot (carbon: 
C) captured in the DPF is oxidized by N0 2 produced by 
the oxidation catalyst (N0 2 +C->NO+CO, 2N0 2 +C^ 
2NO+C0 2 ). In this exhaust emission control device, NO 
contained greatly in the exhaust gas is oxidized and con- 
verted into N0 2 . which has a high function as an oxidant, 
and the soot is combusted at relatively low exhaust gas 
temperatures owing to this oxidation function of N0 2 . 
[0005] Thereby, it is possible to remove the deposited 
soot, and regenerate the DPF continuously, utilizing the 
temperature of the exhaust gas itself, without the use of 
other heating apparatuses such as an electric heater or 
a burner. 

[0006] The conventional exhaust emission control de- 
vice can combust and remove the soot at relatively low 
exhaust gas temperatures owing to catalytic action. 
Thus, its exhaust emission control function depends on 
the oxidizing ability of the oxidation catalyst. Since this 
oxidizing ability typically depends on the temperature of 
the exhaust gas surrounding the oxidation catalyst, the 
soot is not fully removed and the residual soot is accu- 
mulated on the DPF when the exhaust gas temperature 
is below a predetermined temperature that is required 
for the soot combustion. This occurs in a low load area 
of the engine. 

[0007] If the soot is excessively deposited on the DPF, 
there is a risk that the engine output is decreased and 
also the DPF melts away due to abnormally high tem- 
peratures during the soot combustion. Therefore, it is 
required to remove the deposited soot by any means; 
and such methods for removing the soot include a 
forced regeneration method and a continuous regener- 
ation assist method, which were conventionally devel- 
oped and adopted. 

[0008] The forced regeneration method involves ele- 
vating the exhaust gas temperature up to a temperature 
range required for 0 2 combustion of the soot due to post 
injection or the like and forcedly combusting the soot by 
0 2 . However, this method is inferior in the fuel consump- 
tion because excess fuel is consumed, and must be im- 
proved for the practical use. 



[0009] The continuous regeneration assist method in- 
volves assisting a continuous regeneration function by 
elevating the exhaust gas temperature to the maximum 
conversion temperature range at which the N0 2 conver- 
5 sion efficiency of oxidation catalyst is at peak by an ex- 
haust throttle, and exhibiting the catalytic ability of oxi- 
dation catalyst to the maximum. However, with this 
method, since a variation in the exhaust gas tempera- 
ture is gentle, it takes a long time to elevate the temper- 
10 ature, greatly aggravating the fuel consumption, when 
the exhaust gas temperature greatly falls below the 
maximum conversion temperature range. 
[001 0] An object of the present invention is to provide 
an exhaust emission control device that can regenerate 
15 a filter without greatly aggravating the fuel consumption. 
[0011] This object can be achieved by the features de- 
fined in the claims. Particularly, an exhaust emission 
control device of the present invention has a filter dis- 
posed in an exhaust passage of an engine for capturing 
20 particulates in an exhaust gas, and a catalyst disposed 
in the exhaust passage on the upstream side of the filter 
for converting NO in the exhaust gas into N0 2 , in which 
the particulates deposited on the filter are combusted 
by N0 2 converted by the catalyst, thereby controlling the 
25 exhaust emission of the engine. 

[0012] In order to achieve the above object, the ex- 
haust emission control device comprises deposited 
amount detecting means for detecting a deposited 
amount of particulates deposited on the filter, operating 
30 state detecting means for detecting an operating state 
of the engine, temperature sensing means for sensing 
the temperature of the catalyst or the exhaust gas tem- 
perature on the upstream side of the filter regeneration 
assist means for controlling the exhaust gas tempera- 
35 ture or the temperature of the catalyst to enhance the 
conversion efficiency of the catalyst into NO s , forced re- 
generation means for controlling the exhaust gas tem- 
perature orthe temperature of the filter to be higher than 
the temperature that enhances the conversion efficien- 
40 cy of the catalyst into N0 2 , and control means for acti- 
vating the regeneration assist means, if it is determined 
that a specific operating state involving incomplete com- 
bustion of particulates by the N0 2 is continued for a pre- 
determined period or more as a first determination con- 
45 dition on the basis of the detected information by the 
operating state detecting means, or activating the forced 
regeneration means, if it is determined that the depos- 
ited amount of particulates detected by the deposited 
amount detecting means exceeds a predetermined val- 
50 ue as a second determination condition, wherein the 
control means activates either the forced regeneration 
means orthe regeneration assist means in accordance 
with the temperature sensed by the temperature sens- 
ing means, when it is determined that the first and sec- 
55 ond determination conditions are established at the 
same time. 

[0013] In this exhaust emission control device, the 
control means activates either the forced regeneration 
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means or the regeneration assist means in accordance 
with the temperature sensed by the temperature sens- 
ing means, when it is determined that the first determi- 
nation condition for activating the regeneration assist 
means and the second determination condition for acti- 
vating the forced regeneration means are established 
at the same time. 

[0014] When the first and second determination con- 
ditions are established at the same time, either the re- 
generation assist means or the forced regeneration 
means is activated, so that an optimal control can be 
effected in accordance with an engine operating situa- 
tion. Namely, an effective filter regenerating process can 
be made. 

[0015] It is desirable that the control means activates 
the regeneration assist means if the temperature 
sensed by the temperature sensing means is higher 
than or equal to a predetermined temperature that is 
lower than the temperature to enhance the conversion 
efficiency of the catalyst into N0 2 , or activates the forced 
regeneration means if the temperature sensed by the 
temperature sensing means is below the predetermined 
temperature, when it is determined thatthefirst and sec- 
ond determination conditions are established at the 
same time. 

[0016] Herein, when the first and second determina- 
tion conditions are established at the same time, and if 
the temperature sensed by the temperature sensing 
means is higherthan or equal to the predetermined tem- 
perature that is lower than the temperature to enhance 
the conversion efficiency of the catalyst into N0 2 , the 
control means activates the regeneration assist means, 
because there is a small difference between the exhaust 
gas temperature or the temperature of the catalyst and 
the temperature to enhance the conversion efficiency of 
the catalyst into N0 2 . Thereby, it takes a shorter time to 
control (elevate) the temperature, and it is possible to 
continuously regenerate the particulates owing to cata- 
lytic action of the catalyst, with reduced consumption en- 
ergy. 

[0017] Moreover, when the control means activates 
the forced regeneration means if the temperature 
sensed by the temperature sensing means is higher 
than or equal to the predetermined temperature that is 
lower than the temperature to enhance the conversion 
efficiency of the catalyst into N0 2; the exhaust gas tem- 
perature is so high that the filter may melt away. How- 
ever, with the invention, it is possible to prevent the filter 
from melting away. 

[001 8] Also, the control means activates the regener- 
ation assist means if the temperature sensed by the 
temperature sensing means is below the predetermined 
temperature that is lower than the temperature to en- 
hance the conversion efficiency of the catalyst into N0 2 , 
there is a large difference between the exhaust gas tem- 
perature or the temperature of the catalyst and the tem- 
perature to enhance the conversion efficiency of the cat- 
alyst into N0 2 , in which it takes a longer time to control 



(elevate) the temperature, with increased consumption 
energy. Hence, the exhaust gas temperature or the tem- 
perature of the filter is controlled (elevated) to the tem- 
perature for 0 2 combusting the filter higher than the tem- 
5 peratureto enhance the conversion efficiency of the cat- 
alyst into N0 2 , to combust the particulates, whereby the 
consumption energy can be reduced as compared with 
the regeneration assist means. 

[0019] It is desirable that the control means inhibits 

10 the activation of the regeneration assist means, if the 
first determination conditions is established and it is de- 
termined that the engine is in an accelerating state on 
the basis of the detected information by the operating 
state detecting means. 

15 [0020] In this accelerating state, an excess air ratio X 
is controlled to be smaller, or in other words, the air fuel 
ratio is controlled to the rich side, so that the exhaust 
gas temperature rises to maximize or enhance a cata- 
lytic action of the catalyst. Thereby, it is expected that 

20 the combustion is promoted owing to the continuous re- 
generation of particulates. Therefore, it is possible to 
prevent the wasteful energy consumption by inhibiting 
the activation of the regeneration assist means in the 
accelerating state. 

25 [0021] It is desirable that the control means deter- 
mines that the second determination condition is estab- 
lished, if the deposited amount of particulates detected 
by the deposited amount detecting means exceeds a 
predetermined value, and the engine is in a specific op- 

30 erating state. 

[0022] Namely, if the deposited amount of particulates 
detected by the deposited amount detectingmeans ex- 
ceeds the predetermined value, and the engine is in the 
specific operating state involving incomplete combus- 

35 tion of particulates by N0 2 , it is determined that the sec- 
ond determination condition is established, and the 
forced regeneration means is activated. 
[0023] When the engine is in the specific operating 
state involving incomplete combustion of particulates by 

40 N0 2 , the forced regeneration means is activated to con- 
trol (elevate) the exhaust gas temperature or the tem- 
perature of the filter to be higher than the temperature 
to enhance the conversion efficiency of the catalyst into 
N0 2 , whereby it is possible to avoid the forced regener- 

45 ation control in the operating state where the particu- 
lates deposited on the filter can be sufficiently combust- 
ed by N0 2 , or the continuously regenerable area in 
which the particulates are continuously combustible. 
Therefore, the activation interval is lengthened, the ac- 

50 tivation frequency is reduced, and the wasteful energy 
consumption is prevented. 

[0024] It is desirable that the temperature sensing 
means is disposed on the upstream side of the filter and 
on the downstream side of the catalyst and senses the 
55 temperature of the exhaust gas that passed through the 
catalyst. 

[0025] Since the temperature sensing means is dis- 
posed onthe upstream side of thefi Iter and onthedown- 
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stream side of the catalyst and senses the temperature 
of the exhaust gas after passing through the catalyst, a 
difference between the exhaust gas temperature or the 
temperature of the catalyst and the temperature to en- 
hance the conversion efficiency of the catalyst into N0 2 
can be measured precisely. Therefore, it is possible to 
reduce the consumption energy in filter regeneration 
and prevent the filter from melting away. 
[0026] It is desirable that the control means inhibits 
the activation of the regeneration assist means, if the 
first determination conditions are established and it is 
determined that the engine is in a decelerating state on 
the basis of the detected information by the operating 
state detecting means and the suction throttle or ex- 
haust throttle is on the closed valve side. 
[0027] Namely, even in the state where the first deter- 
mination condition is established, the suction air amount 
is restricted because the suction throttle or exhaust 
throttle is controlled on the closed valve side in the de- 
celerating state, whereby the exhaust gas temperature 
is prevented from falling, the conversion of the catalyst 
into N0 2 is sufficiently made, and the combustion of par- 
ticulates deposited on the filter by N0 2 is promoted. 
Therefore, it is possible to prevent the wasteful energy 
consumption by inhibiting the control (temperature ele- 
vation activation) for the exhaust gas temperature or the 
temperature of the catalyst by the regeneration assist 
means in the decelerating state. 
[0028] The invention is described in more detail in 
connection with the drawings, in which; 

Fig. 1 is a diagram showing the overall constitution 
of a diesel engine according to one embodiment of 
the present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a graph for explaining the action of an ex- 
haust emission control device for the diesel engine 
according to the embodiment of the invention; 
Fig. 3 is a graph for explaining the action of the ex- 
haust emission control device for the diesel engine 
according to the embodiment of the invention: 
Fig. 4 is a graph for explaining the action of the ex- 
haust emission control device for the diesel engine 
according to the embodiment of the invention; 
Fig. 5 is a flowchart for explaining the action of the 
exhaust emission control device for the diesel en- 
gine according to the embodiment of the invention; 
Fig. 6 is a flowchart for explaining the action of the 
exhaust emission control device for the diesel en- 
gine according to the embodiment of the invention; 
Fig. 7 is a flowchart for explaining the action of the 
exhaust emission control device for the diesel en- 
gine according to the embodiment of the invention; 
and 

Fig. 8 is a control block diagram for explaining the 
functions of the exhaust emission control device for 
the diesel engine according to the embodiment of 
the invention. 



[0029] An exhaust emission control device according 
to one embodiment of the present invention will be de- 
scribed below with reference to the drawings. Fig. 1 is 
atypical diagram showing the overall configuration of a 

5 diesel engine equipped with the exhaust emission con- 
trol device. Figs. 2 to 4 are graphs showing a control 
map for use with the control. Also, Figs. 5 to 7 are flow- 
charts for explaining the action. Moreover, Fig. 8 is a 
control block diagram for explaining the functions. 

10 [0030] A diesel engine in this embodiment comprises 
an engine main body 40, a suction system 2, an exhaust 
system 3, an Exhaust Gas Recirculation system (EGR 
system) 44 and a control unit (controller) 14, as shown 
in Fig. 1 . 

15 [0031] The suction system 2 comprises a suction pipe 
20, a compressor 21 , an inter-cooler 22 and a throttle 
(suction throttle) 23, whereby the air outside the vehicle 
is forcefully fed into the suction pipe 20 by the compres- 
sor 21 , cooled by the inter-cooler 22 and introduced into 
20 an engine main body 40. The throttle 23 provided within 
the suction pipe 20 has its aperture varied by an actuator 
24, so thatthe amount of airflowing into the engine main 
body 40 is increased or decreased by operation of this 
throttle 23 to adjust the exhaust gas temperature. 
25 [0032] The engine main body 40 is a general internal 
combustion engine having a combustion chamber 41 , a 
fuel injection valve 42 and a piston 43. A fuel injected 
from the fuel injection valve 42 and an inflow air are 
mixed within the combustion chamber 41 , whereby its 
30 motive force is taken out via the piston 43 and the ex- 
haust gas is exhausted out of the exhaust system 3. 
[0033] The EGR system 44 comprises an EGR valve 
46 and an EGR cooler 45, whereby the exhaust gas is 
partially recirculated via an EGR passage 47 to the suc- 
35 tion system 2 to suppress N0 2 , and enhance the fuel 
utilization efficiency. Namely, the exhaust gas exhaust- 
ed from the combustion chamber 41 is partially taken 
out through the EGR passage 47, then cooled by the 
EGR cooler 45, and introduced into the combustion 
40 chamber 41 again. And the exhaust gas is combusted 
with a new fuel injected from the fuel injection valve 43 
to slow down the combustion, and reduce N0 2 that is 
produced at high temperatures. If the recirculation 
amount of exhaust gas is too great, the temperature of 
45 the combustion chamber falls sharply to increase the 
amount of black smoke. The EGR valve 46 controls the 
recirculation amount optimally. 

[0034] The exhaust system 3 comprises an exhaust 
pipe (exhaust passage) 30, a turbine 31 , an oxidation 
50 catalyst (exhaust emission catalyst) 11, and a Diesel 
Particulate Filter (DPF) 12, whereby the exhaust gas 
drives the turbine 31 rotating integrally with the com- 
pressor 21 . and delivered to the exhaust pipe 30. And 
the exhaust gas is introduced into a housing 13 
55 equipped with the oxidation catalyst 1 1 and the DPF 1 2 
to combust and remove the soot (particulates). 
[0035] Also, an exhaust shutter (exhaust throttle) 32 
is provided within the exhaust pipe 30 on the upstream 
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side of the housing 13. Its aperture is varied by the ac- 
tuator 33. Since this shutter 32 adjusts the amount of 
exhaust gas flowing into the housing 13, the soot com- 
bustion amount is increased or decreased so that the 
temperature of the housing 13 is adjusted by the com- 
bustion heat. 

[0036] The housing 13 has its upstream side and 
downstream side connected to the exhaust pipe 30 re- 
spectively, and internally comprises the oxidation cata- 
lyst 11 (catalyst), the DPF 12, a first pressure sensor 51 , 
a second pressure sensor 52 and a temperature sensor 
(temperature sensing means) 53. In Fig. 1 , the temper- 
ature sensor 53 detects the exhaust gas temperature 
on the downstream side of the oxidation catalyst 1 1 and 
the upstream side of the DPF 1 2. The temperature sen- 
sor 53 may detect the temperature of the oxidation cat- 
alyst 1 1 . The soot in the exhaust gas flowing in from the 
upstream side is captured by the DPF 12, and the soot 
captured by N0 2 converted from NO under catalytic ac- 
tion of the oxidation catalyst 11 is combusted and re- 
moved, and the harmless exhaust gas is delivered to 
the exhaust pipe 30 on the downstream side. 
[0037] The housing 13 has an adiabatic structure to 
prevent the temperature of an outer peripheral face of 
the housing 13 from being decreased by a cold outside 
air around the housing 1 3 to prevent the cinder of the 
soot in the DPF 1 2 from occurring. 
[0038] The oxidation catalyst 11 comprises a honey- 
comb support having oxidation catalyst components in- 
cluding Pt (platinum) as a main component, and dis- 
posed on the upstream side of the exhaust passage 
within the housing 13 to convert NO contained in the 
exhaust gas of the diesel engine by relatively large 
quantities into N0 2 having high oxidation function. With 
this oxidation function of N0 2 , carbon (C) as a main 
component of the soot captured in the DPF 12 can be 
combusted and removed using the temperature of ex- 
haust gas itself, even at relatively low temperatures 
(temperatures that are more than or equal to the lower 
limit temperature at which the soot can be self ignited). 
[0039] This oxidation catalyst 11 is a material with 
which the N0 2 conversion efficiency (or inversion effi- 
ciency) is at maximum when the exhaust gas tempera- 
ture is about 280°C. Therefore, during normal driving in 
which the exhaust gas temperature is from 270°C to 
350°C, the soot is combusted due to catalytic action 
alone without performing the forced regeneration or re- 
generation assist control, so that the DPF 12 is contin- 
uously regenerated. 

[0040] The DPF 12 is a porous ceramic filter formed 
of cordierite or silicon carbide, which is disposed on the 
downstream side of the oxidation catalyst 11 in the ex- 
haust passage within the housing 13 to capture the soot 
in the exhaust gas with the fine bores. 
[0041] The first pressure sensor 51 and the second 
pressure sensor 52 detect the pressures before and af- 
ter the DPF 12, respectively. The first pressure sensor 
51 is provided between the oxidation catalyst 11 and the 



DPF 1 2, and the second pressure sensor 52 is provided 
on the downstream side of the DPF. The detected result 
P1, P2 of each sensor 51 , 52 is output to the control unit 
14, and a differential pressure (P1-P2) between the 
5 pressures before and after the DPF 12 is calculated by 
an arithmetic operation section 66 (see Fig. 8) provided 
in the control unit 14. 

[0042] The temperature sensor 53 detects the tem- 
perature Te near an entrance of the DPF 12, and is pro- 
vided between the oxidation catalyst 11 and the DPF 12 
to output the detected result to the control unit 14. 
[0043] The control unit 14 has an input/output device 
(not shown) . a storage section 62 for storing a control 
program, and the arithmetic operation section 66, as 
shown in Fig. 8. 

[0044] This control unit (control means) 1 4 is connect- 
ed to the pressure sensors 51 and 52, the temperature 
sensor 53, an engine revolution sensor 54, an acceler- 
ator position sensor 55, a vehicle speed sensor 56, as 
shown in Figs. 1 and 8. The sensed result of each sensor 
is input into the control unit 14. At least the engine rev- 
olution sensor 54 and the accelerator position sensor 
55 make up operating state detecting means for the en- 
gine. 

[0045] Moreover, the control unit 14 is provided with 
fuel injection quantity setting means 61 for setting the 
fuel injection quantity Q on the basis of the information 
from the engine revolution sensor 54 and the accelera- 
tor position sensor 55. The control unit 14 controls the 
exhaust gas flow amount within the exhaust pipe 30 or 
the fuel injection quantity Q injected from the fuel injec- 
tion valve 42 on the basis of the sensed result of each 
sensor, so that the soot captured in the DPF 1 2 is com- 
busted and removed efficiently. 

[0046] The storage section 62 of the control unit 14 
stores control maps M1 to M3, as shown in Figs. 2 to 4. 
whereby it is possible to estimate the soot deposited 
amount of the DPF 12 from the present operating situ- 
ation or the operating history up to now, or estimate 
whether or not the DPF 12 is now in a continuously re- 
generate state on the basis of the sensed information 
of each sensor. 

[0047] A control map M1 is used to estimate the soot 
deposited amount (first estimated amount) E1 on the ba- 
sis of the present operating situation, in which a differ- 
ential pressure (P1-P2) before and after the DPF is re- 
lated with the DPF entrance temperature Te and the en- 
gine speed Ne, with reference to the soot deposited 
amount, shown in Fig. 2. The soot deposited amount 
can be obtained from the engine speed Ne, the DPF en- 
trance temperature Te and the differential pressure 
(P1-P2) before and after the DPF as the parameters in 
accordance with this control map M1 . 
[0048] A control map M2 is used to estimate the 
present soot deposited amount (second estimated 
amount) E2 from the operating history, in which the cu- 
mulative soot deposited amount after the end of forced 
regeneration at the previous time is related with the en- 
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gine speed Ne and the fuel injection quantity Q ; shown 
in Fig. 3. The soot deposited amount can be defined as 
an increasing function of the fuel injection quantity Q, 
and a decreasing function of the engine speed Ne. 
[0049] Accordingly, the control map M1 and the con- 
trol map M2 function as deposited amount estimating 
means (deposited amount detecting means) 62a for es- 
timating or detecting the deposited amount of soot de- 
posited on the DPF 12. 

[0050] A control map M3is used to determine whether 
or not the DPF 12 is in a continuously regenerable state 
at present on the basis of the operating situation at the 
time of detection, in which the continuously regenerable 
area is related with the operating state defined by the 
engine speed Ne and the fuel injection quantity Q set 
up on the basis of the engine speed Ne and the accel- 
erator position (load) 9. 

[0051] This continuously regenerable area refers to 
an operating state where the DPF 12 is continuously re- 
generable under the action of the oxidation catalyst 11 
without performing the forced regeneration or regener- 
ation assist control, and is limited in a specific area with- 
in a plane having the engine speed Ne and the fuel in- 
jection quantity Q as the coordinate axes. For example, 
in a case where the fuel injection quantity Q is increased 
over the above area with the engine speed Ne being 
constant, the amount of oxygen (air) supplied into the 
combustion chamber 41 is less sufficient for supplied 
fuel Q so that the soot is more likely to arise, whereby 
the production amount of soot is greater than the com- 
bustion amount of soot. On the contrary, in a case where 
the fuel injection quantity Q is decreased, the tempera- 
ture within the combustion chamber 41 falls, so that the 
soot is not combusted though the production amount of 
soot is small, whereby the DPF is not continuously re- 
generable. 

[0052] By the way, the control unit 1 4 is provided with 
forced regeneration means 63 forforcedly regenerating 
the DPF 12 and continuous regeneration assist means 
64 for elevating the exhaust gas temperature to the tem- 
perature at which the DPF 12 is continuously regener- 
able, as shown in Fig. 8. 

[0053] The forced regeneration means 63 controls the 
forced regeneration of the DPF 12, if the deposited 
amount of soot estimated or detected by the control map 
M1 or control map M2 exceeds a predetermined amount 
(e.g., 25g). More specifically, the exhaust gas tempera- 
ture is temporarily elevated in the temperature range 
necessary for 0 2 combustion of the soot, and the soot 
is forcedly 0 2 combusted without relying on the catalytic 
action. The forced regeneration control is made in com- 
bination of retarding the main injection time, activation 
of the EGR system 44 (recirculation of the exhaust gas), 
and the post injection or exhaust stroke injection. 
[0054] That is, the combustion in the combustion 
chamber 41 is retarded by retarding the main injection 
time, so that the combustion gas at high temperature is 
exhausted to increase the exhaust gas temperature. Al- 



so, the exhaust gas at higher temperature than the new 
air is flowed into the combustion chamber 41 by activat- 
ing the EGR system 44 to recirculate the exhaust gas, 
thereby increasing the exhaust gas temperature. Fur- 
5 thermore, if the fuel is injected into the combustion 
chamber 41 by post injection in an expansion stroke of 
the engine main body 40, the injected fuel arrives at the 
oxidation catalyst 11 and is oxidized. 
[0055] And the exhaust gas temperature is elevated 
10 to the higher temperature range (e.g., 500°Cto 550°C) 
than during the continuous regeneration underthe con- 
trols, and the soot deposited on the DPF 12 is directly 
oxidized by 0 2 (0 2 combustion). Also, the fuel not con- 
sumed by the oxidation catalyst 11 adheres to the soot 
15 on the DPF 12 to activate the combustion of the soot. 
[0056] The continuous regeneration assist means 64 
controls the exhaust gas temperature to be elevated to 
the continuously regenerable area (continuous regen- 
eration assist control), when an operating state outside 
20 the continuously regenerable area (i.e., a specific oper- 
ating state where the combustion of particulates by N0 2 
is insufficient) is continued for a predetermined time (e. 
g., 30 minutes) or more during normal driving where the 
engine is not in acceleration or deceleration condition 
25 (hereinafter referred to as a predetermined operating 
state). 

[0057] More specifically, the continuous regeneration 
assist control involves elevating the exhaust gas tem- 
perature to a conversion peak temperature range where 
30 the N0 2 conversion efficiency of the oxidation catalyst 
11 is at maximum, including closing tight the suction 
throttle 23, opening a west gate valve 71 , or narrowing 
the aperture of the exhaust shutter 32 to some extent 
by the control unit 1 4. The suction amount of new air is 
35 suppressed by narrowing the aperture of the suction 
throttle 23 or the exhaust shutter 32 to elevate the ex- 
haust gas temperature. 

[0058] A determination as to whether or not the en- 
gine is in acceleration or deceleration condition is made 
40 on the basis of a temporal variation of the acceleration 
position G or vehicle speed V. Namely, it is determined 
that the engine is being accelerated, if the temporal var- 
iation of the acceleration divergence 0 or vehicle speed 
V exceeds a predetermined positive value, orthe engine 
45 is being decelerated, if it falls below a predetermined 
negative value or is equal to zero. 
[0059] Accordingly, in this embodiment, the operating 
state detecting means is made up of the engine revolu- 
tion sensor 54, the accelerator position sensor 55 and 
50 the vehicle speed sensor 56. 

[0060] By the way, there are some cases where the 
condition for performing the forced regeneration control 
by the forced regeneration means 63 (hereinafter re- 
ferred to as the forced regeneration condition) and the 
55 condition for performing the continuous regeneration 
assist control by the continuous regeneration assist 
means 64 (hereinafter referred to as the regeneration 
assist condition, orthe operating condition where pre- 
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determined operating state is detected) are established 
at the same time, depending on the operating state of 
the engine. 

[0061] That is, it is estimated or detected by the con- 
trol map M1 or control map M2 that the deposited 
amount of soot exceeds a predetermined value, and if 
it is determined that the operating state of the engine is 
in the predetermined operating state, it follows that both 
the forced regeneration condition and the regeneration 
assist condition are established. 
[0062] In order to make appropriate control in this sit- 
uation, this exhaust emission control device is provided 
with selecting means 65 for selecting which control to 
perform, when both the forced regeneration condition 
and the regeneration assist condition are established, 
as shown in Fig. 8. Herein, the selecting means 65 se- 
lects any one of the controls to perform it and inhibits 
the other control, on the basis of the temperature Te near 
the entrance of the DPF 12 that is sensedby the tem- 
perature sensor 53, when both the forced regeneration 
condition and the regeneration assist condition are es- 
tablished at the same time. 

[0063] More specifically, if the temperature Te sensed 
by the temperature sensor 53 exceeds a predetermined 
value (e.g., 200°C), the continuous regeneration assist 
control by the continuous regeneration assist means 64 
is selected and performed. 

[0064] If the temperature Te is below the predeter- 
mined value, the selecting means 65 selects the forced 
regeneration control by the forced regeneration means 
63 to perform it. Namely, if the temperature Te is below 
the predetermined value, it takes a long time to elevate 
the exhaust gas temperature owing to the continuous 
regeneration assist control, making the fuel consump- 
tion worse. Hence, in such instances, the forced regen- 
eration control with high effect of temperature elevation 
is performed and the temperature elevation time is 
shortened to prevent the fuel consumption from becom- 
ing worse. Also, if the temperature Te is greater than or 
equal to the predetermined value, excessive tempera- 
ture elevation control is suppressed to prevent the DPF 
12 from melting away. 

[0065] Since the exhaust emission control device ac- 
cording to one embodiment of the invention is constitut- 
ed in the above manner, the regeneration control of the 
DPF 12 is made in accordance with the flowcharts of 
Figs. 5 to 7. 

[0066] That is, in making the DPF regeneration con- 
trol, first of all, the control unit 14 inputs the sensed re- 
sults from various kinds of sensors (step S1 ), as shown 
in Fig. 5. And it is determined whether or not the regen- 
eration assist condition is satisfied (regeneration assist 
determination) at step S1 0 and whether or nottheforced 
regeneration condition is satisfied (forced regeneration 
determination) step S20. 

[0067] The regeneration assist determination at step 
S1 0 is made by determining whether or not the engine 
is in the continuously regenerable area, employing the 



control map M3. Namely, the control unit 14 firstly de- 
termines at step S11 whether or not the DPF is in a con- 
tinuously regenerable state at present on the basis of 
the engine speed Ne and the fuel injection quantity Q, 
5 as shown in Fig. 6. If it is in the continuously regenerable 
state, the flag 1 is set to zero at step S 1 2, and the routine 
goes to the step S30. 

[0068] On the contrary, if it is outside the continuously 
regenerable area, the timer is counted at step S13. 
Then, the timer is monitored at step S14. If the timer 
does not exceed 30 minutes, the flag 1 is set to zero at 
step S12, and the routine goes to step S30. 
[0069] If the operating state, which exceeds the ex- 
haust emission control function with the oxidation cata- 
lyst 11 , is continued for a certain time (e.g., 30 minutes) 
or more, the operating state is checked from the aspect 
of acceleration at step S15 and step S16. Namely, if it 
is determined that the engine is accelerating because a 
temporal variation of the acceleration position 6 or the 
vehicle speed V exceeds a predetermined positive val- 
ue at step S15 ; it is expected that the soot consumption 
is promoted owing to a rise in the exhaust gas temper- 
ature. Thus, the control is inhibited till the acceleration 
is ended. Also, if the temporal variation of the accelera- 
tion divergence 0 is below a predetermined negative val- 
ue or equal to zero or the temporal variation of the ve- 
hicle speed V is below a predetermined negative value 
at step S1 6, it is determined that the engine is deceler- 
ating. In this case, the throttle 23 is closed and the EGR 
passage 47 is completely opened at step S17, thereby 
suppressing the exhaust gas temperature from falling. 
[0070] Instead of step S1 7, at least the throttle 23 may 
be closed to suppress the exhaust gas temperature from 
falling. Or in addition to step S17, an excess air ratio X 
may be reduced. Also, instead of step S17, the exhaust 
shutter 32 may be closed and the EGR passage com- 
pletely opened to suppress the exhaust gas tempera- 
ture from falling. 

[0071] If the temporal variation of the acceleration po- 
sition 6 or the vehicle speed V is within a predetermined 
range, it is determined that the engine is in the normal 
operating state ; the flag 1 is set to 1 at step S18 and 
then the routine goes to step S20. 
[0072] In the above regeneration assist determina- 
tion, if the operating state, which exceeds the exhaust 
emission control function with the oxidation catalyst 11 . 
is continued for a certain time (e.g., 30 minutes) or more, 
and the engine is neither accelerating nor decelerating, 
the flag 1 for regeneration assist control is set to 1 at 
step S18. However, additionally, if the operating state, 
which exceeds the exhaust emission control function 
with the oxidation catalyst 1 1 , is continued for a certain 
time (e.g., 30 minutes) or more, the flag 1 for regenera- 
tion assist control may be directly set to 1 at step S18, 
whereby determining that a first determination condition 
as a determination condition for regeneration assist con- 
trol is established. 

[0073] A forced regeneration determination at step 
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S20 is made in such a way that the forced regeneration 
condition is firstly determined on the basis of the soot 
deposited amounts E1 and E2 estimated employing the 
control maps M1 and M2. Then, whether or not the con- 
tinuous regeneration is possible is confirmed from the 
operating condition at present. Namely, the control unit 
1 4 firstly calculates the first deposited amount E1 at step 
S21 , as shown in Fig. 7. Furthermore, the routine goes 
to step S21 to calculate the second deposited amount 
E2. 

[0074] If at least one of the deposited amounts E1 and 
E2 exceeds a predetermined value at step S23, a de- 
termination is made whether or not the operating condi- 
tion at present is in the continuously regenerable area 
at step S24. This is made by taking into account the pos- 
sibility that even if the forced regeneration condition is 
established at step S23, the operating condition trans- 
fers to the continuously regenerable area due to ensuing 
changes in the operating condition. This determination 
is made using the control map M3. The predetermined 
value is set at 25g, for example. 

[0075] If it is determined that the operating condition 
is outside the continuously regenerable area at step 
S24, the flag 2 is set to 1 at step S25 and the routine 
goes to step S30. 

[0076] In the above forced regeneration determina- 
tion, if it is determined that at least one of the deposited 
amounts E1 and E2 exceeds the predetermined value 
at step S23, and the operating condition is outside the 
continuously regenerable area at step S24, the flag 2 
for forced regeneration control is set to 1 at step S25. 
However, if it is determined that at least one of the de- 
posited amounts E1 and E2 exceeds the predetermined 
value at step S23, it is supposed that a second determi- 
nation condition as a determination condition for forced 
regeneration control is established, and the flag 2 for 
forced regeneration control may be directly set to 1 at 
step S25, whereby the second determination condition 
as the determination condition for forced regeneration 
control is established. 

[0077] On the other hand, if the operating condition is 
within the continuously regenerable area, it is deter- 
mined that there is no need for forced regeneration, in 
which theflag 2 is setto zero at step S26, andthe routine 
goes to step S30. 

[0078] Then, the control unit 14 selects a method for 
DPF regeneration control on the basis of the flags set 
up at steps S10 and S20. 

[0079] That is, if the flags 1 and 2 are both set to 1 at 
step S30, and both the regeneration assist condition and 
the forced regeneration condition are established, it is 
determined whether or not the DPF entrance tempera- 
ture Te is above a predetermined temperature. This pre- 
determined temperature is set to 200°C, for example. If 
Te exceeds this predetermined temperature, the regen- 
eration assist control is made at step S70. Conversely, 
if Te is below the predetermined temperature, the forced 
regeneration control is made at step S80. 



[0080] If either one of the flags 1 and 2 is set to 1 at 
step S30, either the regeneration assist control or the 
forced regeneration control is selected in accordance 
with its determination result. That is, if theflag 1 is only 

5 set to 1 at step S50, the regeneration assist control is 
made at step S70. Also, if the flag 2 is only set to 1 at 
step S60, the forced regeneration control is made to 
combust and remove the soot at step S80. 
[0081] When the forced regeneration control is made, 

10 it is supposed that the soot on the DPF 1 2 is fully com- 
busted and removed, whereby the second deposited 
amount is set to zero at step S90. 
[0082] When both the flags 1 and 2 are set to zero, 
the control is inhibited and the normal operating state is 

15 kept. 

[0083] Accordingly, with the exhaust emission control 
device of this embodiment, the reference temperature 
for control branch (predetermined temperature) is pre- 
set, and which control is made is decided on the basis 

20 of the comparison between the exhaust gas tempera- 
ture and the predetermined temperature when both the 
regeneration assist condition and the forced regenera- 
tion condition are established. Thus, it is possible to 
make the DPF regeneration efficiently in respect of fuel 

25 consumption. 

[0084] That is, if the DPF entrance temperature Te 
(exhaust gas temperature) is higher than the predeter- 
mined temperature, there is a small difference between 
the temperature at which the N0 2 conversion efficiency 

30 of the oxidation catalyst 11 is at maximum (target tem- 
perature) and the current exhaust gas temperature, and 
it takes a short time to elevate the temperature. There- 
fore, the regeneration assist control, rather than the 
forced regeneration, is made, whereby the continuous 

35 regeneration is enabled without degrading the fuel con- 
sumption due to excess fuel injection. 
[0085] On the contrary, if the forced regeneration con- 
trol is made in the temperature range near the predeter- 
mined temperature, there is the risk that the exhaust gas 

40 temperature is so h igh as to cause the oxidation catalyst 
11 or the DPF 12 to melt away. Therefore, the regener- 
ation assist control is effectively made under such con- 
ditions. 

[0086] If the DPF entrance temperature Te is lower 
45 than the predetermined temperature, there is a large dif- 
ference between the target temperature and the ex- 
haust gas temperature at present, whereby it takes a 
long time to elevate the temperature under the regener- 
ation assist control, degrading the fuel consumption. 
50 Therefore, the soot is combusted by elevating the ex- 
haust gas temperature sharply under the forced regen- 
eration control, and the fuel consumption can be im- 
proved overthe regeneration assist control, even in con- 
sideration of the post injection. 
55 [0087] At this time, the temperature sensor 53 is dis- 
posed on the downstream side of the oxidation catalyst 
11 and the upstream side of the DPF 12 to sense the 
exhaust gas temperature after reaction with the oxida- 
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tion catalyst 1 1 , whereby the temperature near the oxi- 
dation catalyst 1 1 required for the control can be meas- 
ured more accurately. Therefore, in the DPF regenera- 
tion control, the efficiency in respect of the fuel con- 
sumption can be further improved, and melting of the 
DPF 12 is surely prevented. 

[0088] In making the forced regeneration determina- 
tion, if at least one of the estimated deposited amounts 
exceeds a predetermined value (e.g., 25g) employing 
the estimated deposited amounts E1 and E2 for two 
kinds of soot having different properties, the forced re- 
generation is made. Thus, the influence from a sensor 
failure can be suppressed to the minimum. 
[0089] That is, the first estimated amount E1 is the 
soot deposited amount estimated on the basis of the 
sensed information input from various kinds of sensors 
when determining whether or not the forced regenera- 
tion is enabled, the operating situation at present can 
be reflected correctly, without being affected by the his- 
tory of operating state up to the determination time. On 
the contrary, the second estimated amount E2 is the 
soot deposited amount calculated as a cumulative value 
in the operating history from the time when the previous 
operating situation is ended to the time of determining 
whether to make the forced regeneration at present. 
Thus, even if any of various kinds of sensors fails at the 
time of determination and its function is lost, it is possible 
to provide a material for determining whether to make 
the forced regeneration on the basis of the cumulative 
value obtained. 

[0090] Moreover, when the possibility of the continu- 
ous regeneration is determined, and the continuous re- 
generation is enabled becausethe operating state of the 
engine is changed after determining the forced regen- 
eration, the flag 2 is set to zero, and the forced regen- 
eration control is inhibited. Thus, the forced regenera- 
tion interval canbe lengthened. Thereby, the frequency 
of the forced regeneration is reduced, so that the load 
of the DPF 12 is relieved, and the wasteful fuel con- 
sumption for the forced regeneration is prevented. 
[0091] This invention is not limited to the above em- 
bodiments, and various variations may be made without 
departing from the scope or spirit of the invention. 
[0092] For example, the regeneration assist control is 
not limited to the methods for elevating (controlling) the 
exhaust gas temperature as in the above 
embodiments . The regeneration assist control may be 
made by activating the oxidation catalyst 1 1 by the elec- 
tric heater or gas burner, and elevating the temperature 
of the oxidation catalyst 1 1 in the temperature range for 
enhancing the N0 2 conversion efficiency. Also, the 
forced regeneration control method may rely on any 
means such as the electric heater or gas burner, as far 
as it can elevate the exhaust gas temperature to the 
temperature required for 0 2 combustion of the soot. 
[0093] In the above embodiments, the temperature 
sensing means uses the temperature sensor 53 to 
sense the exhaust gas temperature on the downstream 



side of the oxidation catalyst 11 and the upstream side 
of the DPF 12, or sense the temperature of the oxidation 
catalyst 11 . The methods for sensing the temperature 
of the oxidation catalyst are not limited to those of the 

5 above embodiments. Using the same parameters (en- 
gine speed Ne, fuel injection quantity Q) as in Fig. 4, a 
relation between the operating state defined by those 
parameters and the exhaust gas temperature or the 
temperature of the oxidation catalyst 1 1 may be mapped 

10 in advance. From this relation, the exhaust gas temper- 
ature or the temperature of the oxidation catalyst may 
be estimated. 

[0094] Moreover, in the above embodiments, at step 
S18 for regeneration assist determination, if it is deter- 
15 mined on the basis of the operating state that the first 
determination condition is established because the spe- 
cific operating state where the combustion of particu- 
lates with N0 2 is insufficient is continued for a predeter- 
mined period or more, the flag 1 is set to 1 , and at step 
20 S25 for the forced regeneration determination, if it is de- 
termined that the first determination condition is estab- 
lished because the deposited amount of particulates ex- 
ceeds a predetermined amount, the flag 2 is set to 1 , 
whereby if any one of the flags 1 and 2 is only set at 1 , 
25 either the regeneration assist control or the forced re- 
generation control is selected by the selecting means 
65 (steps S30, S50, and S60) in accordance with the 
set flag, and operated. However, other variations may 
be made. 

30 [0095] Namely, the forced regeneration means 63 
and the regeneration assist means 64 may respectively 
have functions of the forced regeneration determination 
and the regeneration assist determination. If the deter- 
mination condition is established, the forced regenera- 
35 tion control and the regeneration assist control may be 
activated independently, and if the flags 1 and 2 are both 
set at 1, that is, it is determined that the first and second 
determination conditions are established at the same 
time, any one of them may be selected by the selection 
40 means 65 in accordance with the temperature condition 
of the exhaust gas, and the other inhibited. 



Claims 

45 

1. An exhaust emission control device having a filter 
(12) disposed in an exhaust passage (30) of an en- 
gine for capturing particulates in an exhaust gas, 
and a catalyst (1 1 ) disposed in the exhaust passage 
50 (30) on the upstream side of the filter (12) for con- 
verting NO in the exhaust gas into N0 2 , in which 
the particulates deposited on the filter (1 2) are com- 
busted by N0 2 converted by the catalyst (11), the 
exhaust emission control device comprising: 

55 

deposited amount detecting means (62a) for 
detecting a deposited amount of particulates 
deposited on the filter (12); 
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operating state detecting means (54, 55) for de- 
tecting an operating state of the engine; 
temperature sensing means (53) for sensing 
the temperature of the catalyst or the exhaust 
gas temperature on the upstream side of the 5 
filter; 

regeneration assist means (64) for controlling 
the exhaust gas temperature or the tempera- 
ture of the catalyst so as to enhance the con- 
version efficiency of the catalyst into N0 2 ; 10 
forced regeneration means (63) for controlling 
the exhaust gas temperature or the tempera- 
ture of the filter to be higher than the tempera- 
ture that enhances the conversion efficiency of 
the catalyst into N0 2 ; and is 
control means (14) for activating the regenera- 
tion assist means (64) if it is determined that a 
specific operating state involving incomplete 
combustion of particulates by the N0 2 is con- 
tinued for a predetermined period or more as a 20 
first determination condition on the basis of the 
detected information by the operating state de- 
tecting means (54, 55), or activating the forced 
regeneration means (63) if it is determined that 
the deposited amount of particulates detected 25 
by the deposited amount detecting means 
(62a) exceeds a predetermined value as a sec- 
ond determination condition: 

wherein the control means (14) activates ei- 30 
ther the forced regeneration means (63) or the re- 
generation assist means (64) in accordance with 
the temperature sensed by the temperature sens- 
ing means (53) when it is determined that the first 
and second determination conditions are estab- 35 
lished at the same time. 

2. The exhaust emission control device according to 
claim 1 , wherein when it is determined that the first 
and second determination conditions are estab- 40 
lished at the same time, the control means (14) ac- 
tivates the regeneration assist means (64) if the 
temperature sensed by the temperature sensing 
means (53) is higher than or equal to a predeter- 
mined temperature that is lower than the tempera- 45 
ture that enhances the conversion efficiency of the 
catalyst into N0 2 or activates the forced regenera- 
tion means (63) if the temperature sensed by the 
temperature sensing means (53) is below the pre- 
determined temperature. 50 

3. The exhaust emission control device according to 
claim 1 or 2, wherein the control means (14) inhibits 
the activation of the regeneration assist means (64), 
ifthefirst determination condition is established and 55 
it is determined that the engine is in an accelerating 
state on the basis of the detected information by the 
operating state detecting means (54, 55). 



4. The exhaust emission control device according to 
any of claims 1 to 3, wherein the control means (1 4) 
determines that the second determination condition 
is established, if the deposited amount of particu- 
lates detected by the deposited amount detecting 
means (62a) exceeds a predetermined value and it 
is determined that the engine is in the specific op- 
erating state on the basis of the detected informa- 
tion by the operating state detecting means (54, 55) . 

5. The exhaust emission control device according to 
any of claims 1 to 4, wherein the temperature sens- 
ing means (53) is disposed on the upstream side of 
the filter (1 2) and on the downstream side of the cat- 
alyst (11) and senses the temperature of the ex- 
haust gas that passed through the catalyst (11). 

6. The exhaust emission control device according to 
any of claims 1 to 5, wherein the control means (1 4) 
inhibits the activation of the regeneration assist 
means (64), ifthefirst determination condition is es- 
tablished and it is determined that the engine is in 
a decelerating state on the basis of the detected in- 
formation by the operating state detecting means 
(54, 55) and a suction throttle (23) or an exhaust 
throttle (32) is controlled on a closed valve side. 
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FIG. 6 
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